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Introduction

The VA Programs HMIS Manual is intended to support data collection and reporting efforts of
Homeless Management Information System (HMIS) Lead Agencies and U.S. Department of Veteran
Affairs (VA) program grantees.

This manual provides information on HMIS program setup for VA funded projects. Data collection
instructions and other standard guidance for VA funded projects are provided in an additional
document, the VA Data Guide. While the VA Data Guide is meant to convey all data management
requirements to VA grantees, necessary tools to properly meet those requirements and information
needed to help manage program data, the VA Programs HMIS Manual is meant to help system
administrators and HMIS Lead staff ensure that VA funded programs are properly set up in HMIS.

VA Resources
o Additional information about the VA homeless programs and requirements can be found
online at the VA Homeless Programs page.

o Ask A Question: To ask a question about any VA Program'’s HMIS requirements, go to the "Ask
A Question” section of the HUD Exchange. Please be sure to select "HMIS” for your question
under “My Question is Related To". HUD and VA program staff are working together to answer
guestions that come in on the AAQ related to the VA programs and HMIS.


https://www.va.gov/HOMELESS/ssvf/docs/SSVF_VA_Data_Guide.pdf
https://www.va.gov/HOMELESS/ssvf/docs/SSVF_VA_Data_Guide.pdf
https://www.va.gov/homeless/
https://www.hudexchange.info/get-assistance/my-question/
https://www.hudexchange.info/get-assistance/my-question/
https://www.hudexchange.info/get-assistance/my-question/
https://www.hudexchange.info/get-assistance/my-question/
https://www.hudexchange.info/get-assistance/my-question/

Data Collection Requirements

Information on the rationale, collection point, subjects, and instructions for each Universal Data
and Common data elements can be found in the HMIS Data Standards Dictionary and Manual.

All VA-funded projects participating in HMIS are required to collect and enter Universal Data
Elements and relevant Program-Specific Data Elements. The Program Specific Data Elements to
be collected by each VA- funded project are shown below:

Data Collection Requirements by Program Component
SSVF:  SSVF:  HCHV:  GPD:

Element Name RRH HP All All
3.01-3.917 |Universal Data Elements X X X X
4.02 Income and Sources X X X X
4.03 Non-Cash Benefits X X X X
4.04 Health Insurance X X X X
4.05 Physical Disability X X
4.06 Developmental Disability X X
4.07 Chronic Health Condition X X
4.08 HIV/AIDS X X
4.09 Mental Health Disorder X X
4.10 Substance Use Disorder X X
41N Domestic Violence X X X X
4.19 Coordinated Entry Assessment 0 0
4.20 Coordinated Entry Event 0 0
4.21 Sex X X X X
V1 Veteran’s Information X X X X
V2 Services Provided - SSVF X X 0 0
V3 Financial Assistance - SSVF X X
V4 Percent of AMI(SSVF Eligibility) X X
V6 VMAC Station Number X X X X
V7 HP Targeting Criteria X
V10 Mental Health Consultation X X
P4 Connection with SOAR X X 0
R4 Last Grade Completed X X
R6 Employment Status X X X

X =Data collectionrequired 0 =Data collection optional at the discretion of grantee


https://www.hudexchange.info/resource/3824/hmis-data-dictionary/

ClientTrack Specific Guidance
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Veteran Elements

Household Income as a Percentage of AMI:® -~ SELECT -- +

HP Screening Score:

VAMC Station Number:*  -- SELECT -- v
Mental Health Consultation:* =~ -- SELECT -- ~
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The Veteran information is used to collect details about the veteran's service.

©® Branch and Discharge Status

Please select the branch and discharge status. The HMIS Data Manual provides the following instructions for veterans serving in more than
one branch” For veterans who served in more than one branch of the military, select the branch in which the veteran spent the most time.
In the event that a client's discharge status is upgraded during enroliment, the record should be edited to reflect the change. *

Branch of the Military:* | -- SELECT -- v

Discharge Status:*  -- SELECT -- v

Military Service Dates

In the interest of data quality ClientTrack provides date fields and encourages users to enter exact dates if possible. If not, use the first of
the year or another standard date determined by your organization. For HMIS purposes, ClientTrack will always calculate years of mili
service only using year.

Service Entry Date:*  MM/DD/YYYY Service Exit Date:* MM/DD/YYYY
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Please Select Theatre(s) of Operation(s) Status*

Theatre of Operations: World War Il -- SELECT -- v
Theatre of Operations: Vietnam War -- SELECT -- v
Theatre of Operations: Persian Gulf War (Operation Desert Storm) -- SELECT -- v
Theatre of Operations: Afghanistan (Operation Enduring Freedom) -- SELECT -- v
Theatre of Operations: Iraq (Operation Iraqi Freedom) -- SELECT -- v
Theatre of Operations: Iraq (Operation New Dawn) -- SELECT -- v

Theatre of Operations: Other Peace-keeping Operations or Military

-- SELECT -~ v
Interventions (such as Lebanon, Panama, Somalia, Bosnia, Kasovo)

Theatre of Operations: Korean War -- SELECT -- v
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SOAR Connection

Indicate the Connection with SOAR for the client below

Default Client's Last Assessment [{i]

Assessment Active

Assessment Date:*  10/07/2025

Connection with SOAR:*  -- SELECT -- v
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HP Targeting Criteria <
Answer the SSVF HP Targeting Criteria to see the client's HP applicant total points.

SSVF Homeless Prevention Assessment

Assessment Active

Assessment Date:*  10/07/2025

Is Homelessness Prevention targeting screener® Yes
required? No
Client, Veteran - ClientlD A & = e
1/1/1995 9791
HMIS 2017 Employment Assessment <

Check the appropriate employment status at the time of assessment. If the client is employed, record the hours worked in the week prior
to assessment, and select the tenure of the employment position. If the client is not employed, indicate if the client is looking for work.

Default Client's Last Assessment (i}

Assessment Active

Assessment Date:*  10/07/2025

Employed?*  -- SELECT -- v
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Indicate if the client is enrolled in an education or training program or working toward a degree at the time of assessment. Indicate if the
client has completed vocational training or received an apprenticeship. Select Highest Grade Completed. If the client has completed a
~ ¥ Veteran Client high school diploma or above, select the secondary education degree(s) the client has earned.
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